in pulsus alternans the shorter pause follows the small beat. Extra systoles, wherever they originate, are due to increased irritability of the heart; and are not necessarily a sign of serious cardiac derangement. In pulsus alternans digitalis does harm; and it is also not to be given in incomplete heart block. Indeed, one of the most important practical applications of the new cardiac pathology is in the light which has been shed upon."the indications and contra-indications for digitalis, strophanthus, caffeine, and other heart stimulants. Into these points Dr. Brown's instructive article enters fully; and those who wish-to follow up this aspect more fully cannot do better than consult it in the original.
